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Characters 
You can change character names, ages and whether they are male or female. We performed the play 

with 4 actors, by ‘doubling’ characters. We doubled like this: Princess Elizabeth played by same 

actor who plays Eliza; Lily / Sir Jasper Wingard; Rosa / Guard at Tower of London; Frank / Guy 

Fawkes. You can perform it with more, or less people. It’s up to you! 

 
Princess Elizabeth (age 9) – daughter of King James 1. Good at getting her own way. 
 
Lily – Senior Healthcare Scientist, who works the whole ‘patient pathway’, she deals 
directly with patients as well as leading the team. Good at dealing with people. 
 
Rosa – recently joined the lab, loves the science and equipment. Good at being 
enthusiastic. 
 
Frank – experienced Healthcare Scientist, who thinks that nothing can surprise him now. 
Good at reading results. 
 
Guard at the Tower of London  
 
Guy Fawkes (aka John Johnson) thinks he is an international man of mystery 
 
Sir Jasper Wingard Head of Security, His Majesty’s Parliament  
 
Other Plotters a desperate band of hot-heads 
 
Eliza – a clinical engineer 
 
 
Setting 

Hospital laboratory in the present day, and 1605 London at the time of the Gunpowder Plot.  
‘Stage directions’ to describe action / places are written in italic letters like this.  

 

Credits 
Written by playwright Nicola Baldwin with Dr Elaine Cloutman-Green, Lead Healthcare Scientist at 

Great Ormond Street Hospital. Created for patients, families and staff at Great Ormond Street 

Hospital. First performed at GOSH for Pathology Week, November 2018. Director, Hannah Jones.   

Our project was funded by SfAM; the performance at GOSH was also supported by the Royal 

College of Pathologists.  Thanks to: Abi Bown, Melisa Canales, NT Costumes, Rachel McInery, 

She’miah Hastick, Miranda France, Polly Cheeseman, Anthony Manuel DeSouza (EDUCATION 

RESOURCES), Fionnuala Wilkins (GOSH SCHOOL), Amy Sutton (GOSH YOUTH FORUM), Laura 

Walsh (GOSH PLAYTEAM), Andrew Roast (GOSH DIGITAL), Royal Literary Fund. Photography 

was by Rabbit Hole Photography.  This play is for performing at home.  
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CHAPTER 1:  THE ADVENTURE BEGINS 

 

Lily, Rosa and Frank run in, wearing lab coats, flustered and out of breath.   

 

ROSA  Are we back? 

 

LILY  Looks like it. 

 

FRANK Are you sure?  

 

ROSA  (audience)  These people don’t look like dangerous rebels…. 

 

FRANK (to audience) You don’t look like scary prison guards with dirty hands 

 

LILY (to audience)  You don’t look like you are from the Royal Family! (others agree) 

Okay boys and girls, Ladies and Gentlemen. Thanks for coming. Sorry we are a bit late 

starting. I know you are all excited for our presentation on…. 

(proudly)   Principles of MALDI-ToF Spectrometry. 

 

FRANK On the Matrix Assisted Laser Desorption/ Ionization Time-of-Flight Mass 

Spectrometer – 

 

LILY  We call our MALDI-ToF ‘Bonnie’ for short.  

 

ROSA  They thought I broke Bonnie – but I didn’t 

 

FRANK Bonnie wasn’t broken at all…. 

 

ROSA  It was a lot spookier than that.….. 

 

LILY  Yes, thank you Rosa! Frank! I’m sure our sensible science lecture students 

don’t want to hear all about how we got lost in the fog and went back in time and…. 

Ooh… but I want to tell the story!  (Rosa and Frank nod encouragement) 

(she lowers her voice, as if speaking confidentially) 

It started last night… in our laboratory. We are working late 

(all work, making notes, studying samples. Lily is at the MALDI-ToF). 

Have either of you been working on Bonnie? 

 

FRANK I’m running the new batch of SARS CoV2 tests -  

 

ROSA  I’m putting samples on the plates in batches, how you showed me. 

 

LILY  Bonnie’s flashing, as if there are results - 

 (to audience, serious voice)   

As you all signed up for the MALDI-ToF lecture, this will interest you.  Mass spectrometry 

allows us to fire a laser at a test sample, blasting it into parts, and the pattern of lines 

identifies the bug 
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FRANK (to Lily)  See what’s in there - run the results 

 

(THEY STARE AT SCREEN) 

 

ROSA  What’s that? 

 

FRANK  Nothing I’ve ever seen before… 

 

ROSA  It looks like… letters? 

 

LILY  it’s reading the impact of proteins, Rosa, not a book. It can’t be writing 

 

ROSA (POINTS AT SCREEN?) Look, that’s definitely an H 

 

FRANK  (writes on clipboard) I’ll write them down… 

 

ROSA  ‘E’…. this is spooky. …. ‘L’?    ….P.. ‘E’? 

 

Frank holds up the word he has written: ‘HELPE’ 

 

FRANK Help-e 

 

LILY  ‘HELPE?  I don’t know what’s weirder, that Bonnie is writing, or Bonnie can’t 

spell… 

 

ROSA  Bonnie is asking for our help. 

 

LILY  Bonnie is a sophisticated piece of clinical engineering, not a video game. She 

doesn’t do messages. She doesn’t need help. Turn the power off. (does this)  And on again 

 

ROSA  oh my 

 

FRANK ‘HELPE’ has gone. Replaced by a map! 

 

LILY  Let me see that – 

 

They try to make out the lines on the screen. 

 

ROSA  is that Great Ormond Street? I can’t see the outline of the hospital… 

 

FRANK Is that a little ‘X’ at the top of Lamb’s Conduit Street by Coram’s Fields 

 

ROSA  X marks the spot!  Perhaps that’s where the message comes from? Someone 

at the top of Lamb’s Conduit Street…. needs our help? 
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LILY  Who? Little Green Children from the Planet Mars Bar?  This is a mass 

spectrometer, none of this can be happening… You watch too much Doctor Who! 

 

FRANK  But the evidence…? 

 

LILY  We’re tired. Working hard. We’re in the middle of a pandemic. Our shift ended 

2 hours ago. Unplug Bonnie, and say no more about it (does this)  That’s that. 

 

ROSA  The map’s gone. 

 

LILY  it wasn’t a map!  

 

FRANK It said Lambs Conduit Fields – 

 

LILY  Come on Frank, have you ever come across secret messages in 

spectrometry charts, or maps in routine test results? Of course not. It’s completely 

unscientific 

 

FRANK  The chances are mathematically infinitesimal, less than 0.0013… 

 

ROSA  But – 

 

LILY  We’re scientists. I’ll have a biomedical engineer check over Bonnie’s screen 

tomorrow, let’s go home and never speak of this again.  

 

FRANK Alright, then. I’ll head off - 

 

ROSA  Me too.  

 

LILY  Yes, we’re on again in 8 hours, let’s make a move. 

 

They move outside….. 

 

Cold November fog envelops everything. 

 

FRANK Blimey. Where did all this fog come from? 

 

LILY  It’s often foggy in November. 

 

ROSA  I’ve never seen such thick fog. I can’t see the streetlights 

 

FRANK  I can’t hear the traffic 

 

ROSA  It’s spooky…. 

 

LILY  Are you going to the tube station? 
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FRANK Er… I’m just going to pop to the shop for  (trying to think of something) 

chewing gum 

 

LILY  Rosa? 

 

ROSA  I’m going to…. (trying to think of an excuse) go this way and get a bus. 

 

LILY  At least none of us is going up to the top of Lamb’s Conduit Street! 

 

ROSA  No! Ha ha! 

 

FRANK  X marks the spot, ha ha! 

 

LILY  How silly! 

 

ALL   Ha ha ha. Very funny (etc) 

 

LILY  See you tomorrow then? 

 

ROSA  Good night.  

 

FRANK Cheerie bye! 

 

They leave. When each has gone far enough to be out of sight, they double back.  Rosa 

creeps carefully; Franks stretches his arms to feel for obstacles; Lily walks, touching the 

wall The fog is thick, and a bit creepy, so they talk to themselves as they walk… 

 

(FRANK) Lamb’s Conduit Street…. 

 

LILY  Right to the top… 

 

ROSA  X marks the spot… 

 

Arriving at the top of the street at the same time, they see…. 

 

LILY  What’s that? 

 

FRANK  Who is it? 

 

ROSA (screams) Aaaagghh! 

 

 

To Be Continued…. 

 
 


