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Characters 
You can change character names, ages and whether they are male or female. We performed the play 

with 4 actors, by ‘doubling’ characters. We doubled like this: Princess Elizabeth played by same 

actor who plays Eliza; Lily / Sir Jasper Wingard; Rosa / Guard at Tower of London; Frank / Guy 

Fawkes. You can perform it with more, or less people. It’s up to you! 

 
Princess Elizabeth (age 9) – daughter of King James 1. Good at getting her own way. 
 
Lily – Senior Healthcare Scientist, who works the whole ‘patient pathway’, she deals 
directly with patients as well as leading the team. Good at dealing with people. 
 
Rosa – recently joined the lab, loves the science and equipment. Good at being 
enthusiastic. 
 
Frank – experienced Healthcare Scientist, who thinks that nothing can surprise him now. 
Good at reading results. 
 
Guard at the Tower of London  
 
Guy Fawkes (aka John Johnson) thinks he is an international man of mystery 
 
Sir Jasper Wingard Head of Security, His Majesty’s Parliament  
 
Other Plotters a desperate band of hot-heads 
 
Eliza – a clinical engineer 
 
 
Setting 

Hospital laboratory in the present day, and 1605 London at the time of the Gunpowder Plot.  
‘Stage directions’ to describe action / places are written in italic letters like this.  

 

Credits 
Written by playwright Nicola Baldwin with Dr Elaine Cloutman-Green, Lead Healthcare Scientist at 

Great Ormond Street Hospital. Created for patients, families and staff at Great Ormond Street 

Hospital. First performed at GOSH for Pathology Week, November 2018. Director, Hannah Jones.   

Our project was funded by SfAM; the performance at GOSH was also supported by the Royal 

College of Pathologists.  Thanks to: Abi Bown, Melisa Canales, NT Costumes, Rachel McInery, 

She’miah Hastick, Miranda France, Polly Cheeseman, Anthony Manuel DeSouza (EDUCATION 

RESOURCES), Fionnuala Wilkins (GOSH SCHOOL), Amy Sutton (GOSH YOUTH FORUM), Laura 

Walsh (GOSH PLAYTEAM), Andrew Roast (GOSH DIGITAL), Royal Literary Fund. Photography 

was by Rabbit Hole Photography.  This play is for performing at home.  
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CHAPTER 4:  THE UNDERCROFT 

Meanwhile, under The Palace of Westminster, Rosa and Frank are pacing out the 
Undercroft – a cellar under the Houses of Parliament, followed by Sir Jasper Wingard, 
Head of Security of the Palace of Westminster. He is reading their note. 
 
ROSA  (pacing) Six, seven, eight metres across here 
 
SIR JASPER   / I must say – 
 
Frank paces in the other direction 
 
FRANK (to Rosa) And 8 metres lengthwise, Rosa – 
 
ROSA  I’ll call this search sector ‘C’ (makes a note on her clipboard) 
 
SIR JASPER   - This coded message of yours was rilly (really) rather good 
 
FRANK A simple substitution code, Sir Jasper. The Princess thought you, as Head of 
Security for the Parliament, wouldn’t want to let anyone in. Particularly with this Plot 
 
SIR JASPER  No, indeed. One has to be rilly careful. 
(he reads the note, again, appreciating his own cleverness for understanding it) 
‘Dear Guards’ – not that I am a ‘Guard’ you understand. I am Head Of Security – 

 

ROSA AND FRANK  Yes / you said 

 

SIR JASPER (reads, chuckling)  “These people may be strange but they are here to help.  

They apparently can use good magic they call ‘Science’ to help us find the Gunpowder 

plotters.  Please let them into the Houses of Parliament and listen to what they say.  

Codename: Sugared Violets” 

 
FRANK  Do you mind, Sir Jasper? 
 
SIR JASPER  Do I mind what? 
 
ROSA   You’re standing in a Crime Scene  
 
SIR JASPER  How awfully thrilling. Am I safe to this side? 
 
FRANK This is where the barrels of gunpowder, and some barrels of river water were 
discovered, is that right? 
 
SIR JASPER  Yes. What they wanted with the river water, one has no idea! 
 
ROSA  We think the barrels were waterlogged; we found tiny particles of Gunpowder 
 
SIR JASPER  Remarkable.  
 
FRANK  And over here, the piles of wood? 
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SIR JASPER  Yes, and that strange Fellow with the awfly big hat. 
 
ROSA   There are traces of blood, where one of the plotters hurt himself before 
he ran away. 
 
SIR JASPER  You can see these tiny, invisible things? Remarkable! 
 
Sir Jasper stands over them, looking at the floor. 
 
ROSA  We haven’t got any of our equipment or machines from the lab? (idea!) Or do 
you have any lenses, or telescopes of any kind in the Palace? 
 
SIR JASPER  I believe we do… I’ll go and discover them. 
 
Sir Jasper strides ‘orf’ to seek some lenses. They can work in peace at last. 
Frank pulls out his phone. 
 
ROSA  Can you magnify the river samples enough to spot the diatoms? 
 
FRANK I think so, if you investigate the blood from the wood - Lily! 
 
Lily and the Princess arrive. 
 
LILY  What have you managed to find? 
 
ELIZA  Ahem! 
 
Frank and Rosa bow / curtsey 
 
FRANK & ROSA  Your Highness!. 
 
ELIZA  You silly Sciencers. You can call me Elizabeth… if you let me help 
 
FRANK  Thankyou Elizabeth, will you help us look at the map? 
 
Princess Elizabeth studies the map. 
 
ROSA (to Lily) We’ve got traces of blood 
 
LILY  And I’ve got a blood sample from Guy Fawkes - who has confessed to being a 
Plotter, but says he doesn’t know where the others are hiding. 
 
FRANK We think we know the names of the other Plotters, and Elizabeth has pointed 
out their houses on the map. So, their hideaway will be at any of these 4 possible places… 
 
ELIZA  But which one? Lily? Lily! Which one? 
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LILY  I don’t know yet. We need to test the samples of river water to see the micro-
organisms, or diatoms. Every river is different, so we can work out which river the water 
came from. 
 
FRANK  The wood fragments we found are from trees that grow in these areas 
of the map, so we can cross reference the locations with the rivers. 
 
ELIZA  You have to do all that? (to Lily)  I thought you knew everything! – 
 
ROSA  We only know, what we can find out by experiments and testing. 
 
LILY  That’s what science is. 
 
ELIZA  THAT IS SCIENCE? All these little bits and spots and dia-tomatoes, and 
adding up, that’s worse than homework! 
 
LILY  Elizabeth – 
 
ELIZA  Science is RUBBISH! It takes forever and you’ll never find the Plotters. They’ll 
make me queen, and the crown will squash my head AND ITS ALL YOUR FAULT!  
 
FRANK  Lily is doing her best - 
 
ROSA    We all are - 
 
ELIZA  I’M NOT LISTENING! I’M GOING TO SIT IN THE BOAT AND STICK MY 
HEAD IN THE WATER AND DRINK UNTIL I AM SICK!  
 
FRANK  She won’t do it…. Will she? 
 
Lily thinks about this, and then goes over to Elizabeth, who is crying. 
 
LILY  Elizabeth? Princess… 
 
ELIZA  GO. AWAY!  If my dad the King was here, with his ARMY – they’d jump on 
their horses and chase all over the country to find out where the baddies are! 
 
FRANK But Lily wants to know where they are first, because that’s scientific 
 
ELIZA  Science is BORING and POO. 
 
LILY   When I was a little girl I used to think science was boring. Or something only boys 
did. 
 
ELIZA  Girls can do anything boys can! I can speak French, and ride a horse with my 
eyes closed AND THAT’S TRUE! I’M NEARLY TEN! 
 
LILY  Ten, eh? I didn’t look through a microscope until I was twelve. 
 
ELIZA  What’s a microscoop? 
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ROSA  A special lens -shaped glass- that makes things appear bigger.  
 
LILY  When I was 12, someone showed me what river water looked like magnified, 
with all these tiny living organisms moving about inside– 
 
ROSA  Like a tiny zoo. 
 
LILY  And if you thought science was a kind of magic, in a way you’re right. 
Because when you look through a magnifying lens, it’s another world….  
 
They show Elizabeth the lens… 
 
ROSA  Look inside – 
 
Elizabeth looks in wonder through the lens 
 
ELIZA   What are they? (laughs, delighted) Little, fluffy, wiggly – 
(she takes her eye away and looks at the water)   All that life…is in there? 
 
LILY  And not only that, but all those diatoms in this glass tell us everywhere the 
river has been; what soil, what rocks, what plants it flowed over. Where it comes from… 
 
FRANK (calls over) we’ve got a match! 
 
ROSA  The River Oakley! 
 
LILY  We know where they are! 
 
Princess Elizabeth jumps excitedly.  
 
 
To Be Continued…. 


